Report

Implementation of the international Civic Education Ukraine Project

in secondary schools of Kherson oblast

The Civic Education Ukraine Project started in March 2005 and is finishing in March 2008. The project partners are the Ministry of education and science of Ukraine (MoES), European Commission and the World Bank. The project is implemented by the company Cambridge Education Ltd. in consortium with All-Ukrainian Step-by-Step Foundation, German-Russian Exchange (Germany), and Centre of Civic Education (Poland). It builds on the previous EU-funded initiative ‘Education for democracy in Ukraine‘ (2000 – 2002) and is intended to consolidate civic education in the new 12-year school system on the national level.

The aim of the project is to introduce CE elements into the delivery of social disciplines and humanities in Grades 10 to 12, such as economics, law and philosophy, history and the compulsory subject for Grade 12 ‘Individual and society‘ (currently entitled ‘Civic education‘). An inclusive approach is used in project activities to ensure access to CE for all students and their teachers, including students of vocational schools and students with special educational needs.

The MoES selected four pilot oblasts to implement the project including Kherson, Vinnytsa, Volyn oblasts and Kyiv City. Twenty-five educational establishments of different types were specified to pilot project materials. 

List of pilot schools in Kherson oblast
	School
	Head teacher
	Levels of education
	Teachers
	Students in Grades 9-11
	Profiles
	Street address
	Phone, fax, email

	
	
	
	
	boys
	girls
	
	
	

	Secondary school № 1
	O.I. Tsekhovles


	І-ІІІ
	69
	130
	111
	Philology, technologies
	Dymytrova str.

17-B, Kherson, 73020
	29-11-55, e-mail:

school@tlc.kherson.ua

	Gymnasium №3
	O.V. Petrov
	І-ІІІ
	69
	86
	122
	Physics and mathematics, technologies
	Patona str., 15, Kherson,  73021
	27-14-11

27-79-80

e-mail: school3@ukrpost.net

	Gymnasium № 20
	S. A. Omelchuk
	І-ІІІ
	88
	134
	139
	Physics, mathematics, technologies, philology
	Dzerzhynskogo str., 2. Kherson, 73000
	26-40-65

	Secondary school № 24
	T.I. Ovcharenko
	І-ІІІ
	92
	170
	167
	Mathematics, physics, foreign languages, technologies
	Karbysheva str., 32, Kherson, 73039
	53-87-68

53-87-61

	Secondary school № 31
	V.V. Novgorodskyi
	І-ІІІ
	60
	116
	110
	History and law
	Ushakova Ave., 79-а, Kherson, 73026
	49-41-90

	Secondary school № 45
	L.G. Korotych
	І-ІІІ
	
	
	
	Physics, mathematics,  philology
	Tarle str., 12, Kherson, 73040
	53-70-92

alf1134@rambler.ru

	Secondary school № 52
	V. I. Belyaeva
	І-ІІІ
	76
	102
	150
	Philology 
	Krymska str., 127, Kherson. 73028
	51-60 -67

	Secondary school № 56
	S. V. Mykytyuk
	І-ІІІ
	94
	170
	201
	Economics and mathematics, humanities, sports, vocational education, universal
	49-oi gvardii str., 9, Kherson 73039
	53-78-34

53-78-28

	Lyceum of Business, Journalism and Law
	V.F. Petrov
	ІІ-ІІІ
	30
	145
	135
	Economics, law, journalism, ICT
	R. Luxemburg str., 17, Kherson, 73027
	26-50-66

22-51-63

e-mail: liceyGBP@tlc.ks.ua

	Tsyuryupynska secondary school№ 2
	L.M. Nazarenko
	І-ІІІ
	86
	134
	126
	Social sciences and humanities, sciences and mathematics
	Komunariv str., 45, Tsyuryupynsk, Kherson oblast 75100
	2-16-52

e-mail: nazarenko@ukr.tlc.ua

	Abrykosivska secondary school

	N. I. Lyshak
	І-ІІІ
	
	
	
	
	50 rokiv Zhovtnya str., 3, Abrykosivka, Tsyuryupynskyi rayon, Kherson oblast.
	3-96-38

	Kalanchatska secondary school № 1
	N.A. Martsenyuk
	І-ІІІ
	67
	135
	155
	History and philology, technologies, foreign languages
	Krupskoi str., 1, Kalanchak, Kherson oblast
75800
	2-13-46

	Educational complex  № 5 in Nova Kakhovka
	V. Y. Nesterovych
	І-ІІІ
	
	
	
	
	Kakhovska str., 42, Nova Kakhovka
	43-2-45

	Kamyanska secondary school in Kakhovskyi rayon
	N.M. Kushnarenko
	І-ІІІ
	24
	43
	38
	Philology
	Kooperatyvna str., 1, Kamyanka, Kakhovskyi rayon, Kherson oblast, 74830
	9-44-33

	Internat school for children with hearing problems
	L. O. Kovalenko
	І-ІІІ
	
	
	
	
	Petrenka str., 77, Kherson, 730
	24-50-60

	Zmiyivska secondary school

	V. O. Kostenko
	І-ІІІ
	
	
	
	
	Myru str., 1, Zmiyivka, Beryskavskyi rayon, Kherson oblast
	4-22-73

	Chornobaivska satatorium and internat school
	O.M. Bezhenar
	І-ІІІ
	
	
	
	
	
	26-03-84

	Chkalivska secondary school

	S.B. Dorogan
	І-ІІІ
	
	
	
	
	Zelena str., 21, Chkalove Novotroitskyi rayon, Kherson oblast
	6-13-18

	Goloprystanska gymnasium
	I.M. Lobastova
	І-ІІІ
	
	
	
	
	Larionova str., 132, Gola Prystan, Kherson oblast
	2-15-34

	Goloprystanska secondary school
№ 4
	L. V. Popova
	І-ІІІ
	
	
	
	
	1 Travnya str., 36, Gola Prystan, Kherson oblast
	2-12-62

	Tavriyska secondary school

	O. V. Kostyuk
	І-ІІІ
	
	
	
	
	Lisova str., 71, Tavriyske, Goloprystanskyi rayon, Kherson oblast
	4-32-64

	Chaplynska secondary school
№ 3
	V. D. Kovalyova
	І-ІІІ
	
	
	
	
	Lenina str., 56, Chaplynka, Kherson oblast
	2-27-92

	Chaplynskyi Agrarian Lyceum
	
	ІІ-ІІІ
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kherson Higher School of Commerce
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


A regional workshop on ‘Delivery of civic education as a separate subject, cross-curricular theme and extra-curricular activities in the teaching and learning process‘ was held within the frame of the Civic Education Ukraine Project on 28 and 29 November 2005 for pilot school directors and representatives from Kherson and Vinnytsa Education Departments. A total of 41 people took part in the workshop. The oblast training workshop on ‘Teaching tolerance through civic education‘ took place on 13 and 14 May 2005 where 29 school and ITTI teachers were trained using interactive teaching and learning strategies.

A number of training workshops were delivered in 2006 including ‘Development of extra-curricular mini-projects’, ‘Development of civic competencies through a Civic education course’, ‘Teaching tolerance’ for students from Kherson and Tryuryupynsk schools with a separate workshop  on the same issue for oblast teachers; and ‘Introduction of civic education at primary school’. 21 students, 53 teachers and 14 specialists from Kherson ITTI were trained at these workshops.

Oblast representatives were involved in the Working Group and helped to draft the 8-hour curriculum for in-service civic education module and the 72-hour curriculum for specialists. They also took part in the development and piloting of the civic education Teacher Resource Manual (TRM) for classroom teachers. Training workshops were held for ITTI methodologists and lecturers of Pedagogical Universities in Volyn oblast (August 2006), the Autonomous Republic of Crimea (September 2006), Kyiv (November and December 2006), Nemyriv (January 2007). Individual topics were developed for the civic education Resource Manual for teachers who will deliver this discipline.

An international scientific conference and workshop on ‘Content of civic education: history, reality and prospects‘ was organised in the South Ukrainian Regional In-Service Teacher Training Institute (Kherson ITTI) on 14 and 15 September 2006. It involved over 80 leading Ukrainian academics, representatives of the Civic Education Ukraine Project funded by the European Commission, heads of rayon and town scientific and methodological laboratories, and practicing teachers from pilot schools.

Leading scholars from Ukraine, the United Kingdom, Czech Republic and Germany made presentations at the conference.

A series of training workshops was delivered in 2007 on various themes, e.g. ‘Development of civic competencies in children with special educational needs’, ‘Civic education in multicultural schools’, ‘Issues of social equity and equal opportunities civic education’, ‘Development of democratic values through civic education’. The workshops were delivered by trainers from all-Ukrainian programmes of the USSF, Anna Frank House, the Ukrainian Centre for Holocaust Studies, All-Ukrainian Association of History and Social Sciences Teachers ‘Nova Doba’, international experts from the Civic Education Ukraine Project, Empowering Education programme, and expert for gender issues from the Parliamentary Development Project for Ukraine.

Training workshops with the theme ‘Civic education in action. Youth – School – Community’ were held for pilot schools that took part in the Mini-Projects Scheme, a part of the CE extra-curricular component. Seven schools from Kherson oblast were selected and won small grants to implement the their outputs.

The 8-hour and 72-hour civic education curricula were piloted in 2007 at in-service courses at Kherson ITTI. Specialists of the Chair of Theory and Methods of Social Sciences and Economics prepared lectures based on these curricula and started to include them into their. Between January and May 2007 Kherson ITTI piloted selected topics from the Teacher Training Guide drafted by T. Ladychenko’s Working Group at in-service courses for history and social sciences teachers. The courses were held in January and February for 29 trainees and in April for 32 people. The topics for piloting included ‘Social relations’, ‘Civil society’, ‘European Union. Ukraine in the context of European integration processes’, ‘Development of civic competency in individual’, ‘Methods and means of CE teaching’, ‘Democracy and ethnic diversity’, and ‘ICT in the delivery of civic education’. Teacher trainers who taught some of these courses, D.A. Bravtsev and G.V. Tsybulenko, both Phd in History, wrote reviews to the TTG sections that they had piloted. Based on the trainees’ questionnaires it may be concluded that they liked the course and found it interesting and useful. At the same time, the majority of teachers’ questionnaires pointed out to the inadequate learning time the theory module in the course (this is especially true for young teachers and those who hadn’t taught the courses ‘Civic education’ or ‘We are citizens of Ukraine’ before).

Kherson ITTI held a workshop on ‘Development of civil society values through civic education’ between 5 and 7 May 2007. In involved 24 oblast teachers. During the workshop a significant amount of training materials was piloted (36 hours out of 72). Another similar workshop took place between 15 and 17 November 2007 to test the remaining 36 hours of the curriculum. Teachers who took the full 72-hour training course were awarded certificates entitling them to deliver ‘Civic education’ course at school.

Secondary schools in Kherson oblast use two approaches to civic education: a) courses ‘We are citizens of Ukraine (Grades 9 and 10) and ‘Civic education’ (Grades 9 to 11) in the optional part of the curriculum; or b) extra-curricular activities, such as school parliaments, student self-government, participation in projects, etc. Teachers of Kherson oblast started to take training in CE in 2000; most of them have good knowledge of methods and necessary skills to teach this subject. However, they needed theoretical studies in certain issues of the CE course. That is why the project concentrated on training teachers to deliver this subject in the 12-year school system, handle children with special educational needs, implement projects, and use cross-curricular approach to the development of civic competencies in students and teachers. 

Thanks to the involvement of Kherson oblast in the Civic Education Ukraine Project, methodological laboratories for CE were established in 3 rayons and Kherson City; training workshops and conferences on citizenship themes were held at rayon and city level. Of particular interest is the experience of Tsyryupynskyi rayon with its newly established Civic Education Recourse Centre, effective student and parent self-government. This rayon was the first to hold a public forum and involve officials of executive bodies, public services, institutions, local government, teachers, students and parents. The conference on ‘Delivery of civic education in the teaching and learning process’ was organised here in partnership with the ITTI on 29 October 2007 and a training workshop on ‘Social engineering methods’ was held on 11 January 2008. 

A local conference and workshop on the theme ‘Civic education practices in city secondary schools’ took place in Kherson on 18 November 2007. Teachers exchanged their experiences of teaching a civic education course and discussed the importance of its dissemination and improvement.

An oblast conference and workshop on ‘Tolerance as the key principle for living together in multicultural environment of Kherson oblast’ was organised at the ITTI in consultation with ethnic minorities’ NGOs on 15 November 2007. The event was widely covered in mass media and attracted public attention.

Teachers of Kherson oblast believe that a civic education course is crucial to the development of civic qualities in students, as it provides necessary knowledge, and develops civic skills through projects, involvement in school self-government and socially useful activities in community. Students showed great enthusiasm about learning civic education and noted that the experience of participation in projects and school self-government is highly positive and useful for life in future. Almost all interviewees spoke about the lack of textbooks, teacher and student guides, difficulties in buying them; and requested new teaching and learning materials for this course.

The oblast and city education authorities believe that the involvement of Kherson oblast in the project has proved to be very useful. Thanks to the project, dozens of teachers were trained and developed knowledge and skills required to deliver the ‘Civic education’ course; they shared experience with leading academics from Ukraine and Europe, had an opportunity to communicate with colleagues from all parts of Ukraine, took part in actions, projects, workshops and conferences. Teachers, students and education managers are now much more interested in the dissemination of CE.

Currently, the challenges in relationships between individual, society and state equally concern nations that are making their first steps towards democracy and countries with long-standing constitutional traditions. It is acknowledged that civic education is a key to preserving and strengthening democracy. Thus, a project aimed to raise awareness and disseminate practices and methods of CE among Ukrainian educators is seen as highly relevant. In the course of the Civic Education Ukraine Project participants from city secondary schools were able to:

· provide students with knowledge about basic rights, political and social structures in society, its main laws.

· develop individuals who think critically and are not influenced by the government’ authority.

· acquired theoretical knowledge and gained practical skills concerning basics of democracy, rights and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society, conflict settlement, development of tolerance in order to understand the world and accept it.

· apply theory and skills in practice, develop skills of participation in social and political life, responsible decision making, informed choice, adjustments in own actions.

· use forms and methods suggested by the project to ‘bring together’ personal knowledge of students and social and academic knowledge; these techniques were also helpful in defining and agreeing different values.

In addition to the dissemination of various teaching and learning strategies and development of systematic knowledge by students and teachers, the project also provided meta-knowledge, i.e. about organisation of scientific information, techniques for using it, how this knowledge developed throughout the history of human learning.
As to the project downsides, the lack of training guides and methodological materials should be mentioned which could have broadened the geographical outreach of the project and enhanced its impact.

T. Aslamova

Project Liaison Officer in Kherson oblast
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