Implementation of the international Civic Education Ukraine Project

in secondary schools of Kyiv City
The Civic Education Ukraine Project is being implemented in secondary schools of Kyiv City. The project includes several components: curriculum development, pre-service and in-service teacher training in civic education, support for extra-curricular democracy promoting activities, and special educational needs.

The project intends to ensure that there is an inclusive approach to civic education, with equality of access for all students, including those with special educational needs and those in vocational education and the active involvement and participation of school managers and school communities (student councils, parents, local stakeholders, NGOs, employers etc.).

At the same time, 29 secondary schools and vocational training institutions were specified as pilot ones for the project according to the order №20 ‘On the implementation of the Civic Education Ukraine Project’ issued by Kyiv Department of Education and Science on 29 January 2008.
A series of workshops was held for staff of Kyiv city pilot schools and rayon scientific and methodological centre, e.g.:

· international workshop on ‘Learning schools not just teaching schools. Teaching and learning styles for civic education’ organised by Cambridge Education Ltd. (February 2007).

· International workshop on ‘Assessment of Civic Education Competencies: Towards Standards and Assessment Instruments’ organised by Cambridge Education Ltd. (March 2007).

· Training workshop on ‘Inclusive education: reality and development prospects’ (March 2007).

· Workshop on ‘Gender and social equity as a part of civic education’ (April 2007).

· Workshop on ‘Cross-curricular approach to the delivery of civic education’ (April 2007).

· Workshop on cross-curricular delivery of CE for teachers of the Ukrainian language and literature, foreign language and literature, chemistry, physics, biology, mathematics, and ICT (April 2007).
· Workshop on assessment issues (July 2007).

· Workshop on the use of ICT in the delivery of civic education for informatics teachers (September 2007).

· A three-day ‘Democratic school’ workshop (between 14 and 16 November 2007).

The final stage of the social project ‘Citizen 2007’ was held for students on 18 May 2007. 

Representatives of Kyiv educational community took part in the all-Ukrainian conference and workshop on ‘Community schools: making change happen’ on 6 and 7 December 2007.

The 72-hour course on CE theory and methods was delivered to the third year students (speciality ‘Pedagogics and methods of secondary education. History’) was delivered during the first term by trainers of the History and Law Education Chair at Kyiv Municipal Pedagogical University after B.D. Grinchenko.
The 8-hour CE module was piloted with humanities teachers (history and law) in April 2007 and sciences teachers (biology and geography) in May 2007. In addition, a training workshop on ‘Strategies of CE teaching’ was held for history and law teachers.
The city conference and workshop on ‘Realisation of civic education and upbringing in the modern educational establishment’ took place on 8 November 2007 following the order № 214 ‘On the delivery of city conference and workshop on ‘Realisation of civic education and upbringing in the modern educational establishment’ issued by the Kyiv Department of Education and Science on 11 September 2007.
In compliance with the order the membership of the Steering Committee was approved to arrange the conference and workshop. A digest of conference proceedings and a booklet on Kyiv pilot schools and their contributions to the Civic Education Ukraine Project were compiled and prepared for publication.
The first part of the conference was organised in the format of master-classes that were in Kyiv pilot schools:

· master-class 1 on ‘Civic education and upbringing in the modern educational establishment’ at gymnasium Dialog, Darnitskyi rayon;

· master-class 2 on ‘Implementation of the Civic Education Ukraine Project at the gymnasium’ gymnasium 191 after P.G. Tychyna, Dniprovskyi rayon; 
· master-class 3 on ‘Developing effective self-government’ at gymnasium Obolon, Obolonskyi rayon; 
· master-class 4 on ‘Developing citizenship as an integrated quality of individual’ at lyceum 51 (International Relations Lyceum), Pecherskyi rayon; 
· master-class 5 on the theme ‘School as a centre of citizenship development’ at specialised school 41 after Z.K. Slusarenko, Shevchenkivskyi rayon.
About 300 Kyiv teachers attended the conference, including directors of secondary schools, deputy directors for extra-curricular activities, history and law teachers, methodologists of rayon scientific and methodological centres with responsibility for civic education, methodologists and representatives from other pilot oblasts.
International and national experts of the EU-funded Civic Education Ukraine Project also took part in the conference.

The plenary session was delivered at the Kyiv Teacher’s House and built around the issues raised at the master-classes in the morning. It included presentations of the key project outputs, in particular Teacher Training Guide (TTG) and Teacher Resource Manual (TRM), by teacher training and curriculum development experts.
At the same time, pedagogical achievements in civic education are were presented at the exhibition and displays in the foyer.

The Civic Education Ukraine Project will support two publications: a booklet with information about Kyiv pilot schools and conference proceedings (collection of articles).

The idea of the booklet about pilot schools that are engaged in the implementation of the Civic Education Ukraine Project is to gather information about the development and renewal of democratic culture, democratic structures of civil society and young people’s skills to defend the ideals of freedom, democratic values and human rights.
This pilot schools booklet is one of the contributions of Kyiv education community to the development of a national civic education system.

The proceedings of the Kyiv scientific conference and workshop ‘Realisation of civic education and upbringing in the modern educational establishment’ summarise and highlight best practices of teachers from secondary schools of the capital city in implementing the Civic Education Ukraine Project. They present a new pedagogical approach to the delivery of civic education; outline the content, areas, forms and methods that may be used to achieve the indicated objectives. In the end, this will help to develop a responsible individual with democratic civic culture. 

These publications will be useful for directors and teaching staff of secondary schools and will help to enrich teaching and learning forms and methods.
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