Civic Education Ukraine Project

Project implementation report

Vinnytsa oblast

In developing democracy and civil society in Ukraine it is important and topical to define the core, aims and objectives of civic education (CE), substantiate effective principles, means and methods for the formation of true civic qualities in children, teenagers and youth. Therefore, Vinnytsa In-service Teacher Training Institute (ITTI) took an active part in the implementation of international project ‘Civic Education Ukraine’ in the oblast. The project is carried out by the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine (MoES) in conjunction with the European Commission (EC) and Cambridge Education Ltd. and is aimed at introduction of new programmes of study, teacher training, development of extra-curricular activities, drafting of teaching and learning resources, including materials for education of children with special educational needs.

Civic Education Ukraine Project runs for three years (March 2005 – March 2008). It initiated a fundamentally new approach compared to other CE projects that were recently carried out. Rather than concentrate on one aspect of civic education, it adopted a comprehensive strategy to achieve the CE objectives.

Project objectives include:

· Further development of the national civic education curriculum.

· Introduction of civic education training at pedagogical universities and ITTIs.

· Development of provision for the delivery of CE to children with special education needs (SEN).
· Support for associations and unions of civic education teachers.

· Support for extra-curricular democracy promoting activities.

David Royle from Cambridge Education is the International Team Leader of the Civic Education Ukraine Project.

The project contracted three national long-term experts: Svitlana Poznyak, Tetyana Ladychenko and Polina Verbytska who led the work to achieve project’s objectives in the areas of curriculum development, teacher training and extra-curricular activities.

Five Working Groups (WG) were established and approved for curriculum development, teacher training, materials development and extra-curricular activities, plus working group for special needs education.

In addition, the project appointed specialists from ITTIs to coordinate its activities on the local level.

Four pilot regions were selected to implement the project including Kyiv City, Vinnytsa, Volyn and Kherson oblasts.

20 pilot schools were selected in Vinnytsa oblast:

1. Secondary education complex (school of I-II levels and lyceum) № 7 in Vinnytsa

2. Secondary education complex of I-III levels  and gymnasium № 30 in Vinnitsa

3. School of I-III levels № 18 in Vinnytsa

4. School of I-III levels № 11 in Vinnytsa

5. School of I-III levels № 16 in Vinnytsa

6. School of I-III levels № 23 in Vinnytsa

7. School of I-III levels № 3 in Vinnytsa

8. Radiv secondary school of I-III levels in Kalynisvkyi rayon

9. Pohrebysche secondary school of I-III levels in Pohrebyschenskyi rayon

10. Korgyshivska secondary school of I-III levels in Kozyatynskyi rayon

11. Zhyrbynetska secondary school of I-III levels in Kozyatynskyi rayon

12. Vendychanska secondary school of I-III levels in Mogyliv-Podilskyi rayon

13. Letkivska secondary school of I-III levels in Trostyanetskyi rayon

14. Secondary school of I-III levels № 3 in Mogyliv-Podilskyi

15. Popivska secondary school of I-III levels in Barskyi rayon

16. secondary school of I-III levels № 4 in Ladyzhyn

17. secondary school of I-III levels № 3 in Kozyatyn

18. Borivska secondary school of I-III levels in Chernivetskyi rayon

19. Brayilivska secondary school of I-III levels in Zhmerynskyi rayon

20. Gaisynska internat school of I-III levels and gymnasium.

The project held a large number of international and oblast workshops at Vinnytsa ITTI, for example:

· 2 February 2006 – briefing workshop on the implementation of Civic Education Ukraine Project (Tacis programme) for head teachers from Vinnytsa oblast to consider how the oblast can assist in achieving project objectives.

· 10 February 2006 – training workshop under the Mini-Projects Scheme ‘Civic education in action. Youth – School –Community’. The workshop focused on various forms and methods of civic education of students through extra-curricular activities, development of effective extra-curricular CE models and their introduction into teaching and learning practice.

· 5 May 2006 – oblast training workshop ‘Civic education in action: design and implementation of a new model for Cultural Studies School’ at the secondary school of I-II levels and gymnasium № 7 in Vinnitsa, a MoES pilot schools.

· 18 May 2006 – training workshop on ‘Principles and practices of assessment: A brief introduction’.

· 31 May 2006 – oblast workshop to pilot the CE programme of study.

· 20 October 2006 – training workshop under the Mini-Project Scheme on ‘Pedagogical and methodological support for project activities’

· 13 February 2007 – training workshop on ‘Teaching and learning styles for civic education’.

· 12-13 March 2007 – training workshop on ‘Inclusive Education: reality and development prospects’ supported by the Civic Education Ukraine Project.

· 14-15 March 2007 – international workshop on ‘Assessment of Civic Education Competencies: Towards Standards and Assessment Instruments’ delivered by Chris Waller, Professional Officer of the Association for Citizenship Teaching (UK).

Teachers and ITTI specialists from Vinnytsa oblast took part in civic education conferences and workshops organised in other oblasts and cities of Ukraine, specifically:

· 17 April 2007 – round table at the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine on ‘Ensuring the development of civic competencies in general secondary schools in Ukraine’ (Kyiv)

· 17 – 19 August 2006 – international workshop on ‘Project approaches in extra-curricular education’ held by the Civic Education Ukraine Project (Shatsk, Volyn oblast).

· 14-15 September 2006 – international conference and workshop on ‘Content of civic education and upbringing: history, reality and prospects’ (Kherson).

· 12 October 2007 – training session on social equity and equal opportunities issues (Kyiv).

· 8 December 2006 – project conference on ‘Project achievements and future plans’ organised by Cambridge Education in partnership with the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine (Kyiv).

· 16-17 March 2007 – training workshop on civic education.

A conference on ‘Project achievements and future plans’ was organised on 26 and 27 April 2007 at Vinnitsa ITTI by Cambridge Education in partnership with the MoES.

Participants:

· international and national project experts
· head teachers and teachers who deliver citizenship-related courses

· heads of rayon methodological laboratories in Vinnytsa oblast

· representatives of mass media

· representative of the Polish Language and Culture Centre at Vinnitsa ITTI.

The conference included project component presentations in the following areas: curriculum and materials development, teacher training, community development and extra-curricular activities, special educational needs. 

At the conference participants also discussed key challenges that schools in Vinnytsa oblast are faced with in relation to the delivery of civic education. Training workshops on effective teaching and learning strategies in CE were held as  part of the conference.

Teachers of Vinnytsa oblasts gave a positive feedback on the conference. Besides, it received a high appraisal from David Royle, project’s International Team Leader from the UK.

In addition, the project held training workshops on cross-curricular approach to the delivery of civic education for teachers of most school subjects, e.g. economics, geography, biology, physics, mathematics, Ukrainian and English, ICT, etc. As a result of the workshop, draft lesson plans and fragments were produced with integrated elements of civic education.

Teacher trainers and methodologists of Vinnytsa ITTI were trained to deliver the 8-hour and 72-hour in-service CE curricula, which are intended to prepare teachers to teach the course ‘Civic education’. The modules were piloted at in-service training courses at Vinnytsa ITTI. Teacher trainers who delivered them emphasised their topical nature, importance and corresponding professional level. These materials have high theoretical and practical value for the training of teachers to deliver CE at schools. Teachers noted in their questionnaires that in present conditions it is both necessary and important to deliver civic education and suggested that this area be developed further after the end of the project.

Pilot school teachers involved in the project often stressed that the availability of teaching materials is the key to the success of civic education in schools. Therefore, it is imperative to produce CE manuals and distribute to oblast schools including non-pilot ones as widely as possible.

Over 500 educators from Vinnitsa oblast took part in various project activities.

International project experts from the United Kingdom, Germany and the Czech Republic made several visits to Vinnytsa educational establishments to learn about practices of CE delivery. They always noted high quality of teaching and learning of citizenship subjects.

The achievements of Vinnytsa oblast in the project were highly appreciated by the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.
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