Final report for the EU
Curriculum Development Working Group

1. Component team (names / institutions)

This component was implemented by a team consisting of:
· S.I. Poznyak – Long-Term National Curriculum Development Expert, research fellow from the Institute of Social and Political Psychology, the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine (APS)

· Karlheinz Duerr – Long-Term International Curriculum Development Expert, Doctor of Social Sciences

· O.I. Pometun, Chair of the Curriculum Development Working Group (CDWG), Doctor of Educational Sciences, Professor, Head of the Laboratory of Social Science Education, Institute of Pedagogy, APS

· T.O. Remekh, teacher from lyceum 177 ‘Leader’, Kyiv 

· S.O. Reshetov, teacher from gymnasium 1, Simferopol

· O.G. Fidrya, headteacher of secondary school 5, Rivne

· George Bethell, Short-Term International Assessment Expert

· Tamara Bakka, senior lecturer at the Chair of Methodology of Teaching History and Social Sciences, Institute of History, National Pedagogical University after M.P. Dragomanova
· Alexander Kuzmenko, teacher of law and history at gymnasium № 23, Kharkiv, lecturer of the General Pedagogy Chair of Kharkiv National Pedagogical University after G.S. Skovoroda

· R.A. Artsyshevskyi, Doctor of Philosophy, Professor, Pro-Rector for Research of Volyn State University after Lesya Ukrainka

2. Component objectives (as per ToR) 
According to the project Terms of Reference the Working Group (WG) were to develop a programme of study and materials for a training course in civic education (CE) for Grade 12 of secondary school. However, in the process of project implementation the aim was adjusted by agreement with the Ministry of Education and Sciences of Ukraine (MoES) and the WG received an updated brief, namely, to consolidate and disseminate best practice of CE teaching and facilitate the development of civic competency via a cross-curricular approach.

The general objective has been specified by the WG in terms of the following tasks:
· to analyse and systemise the legal and theoretical foundations of the content of CE in Ukraine; conceptual documents developed by the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine and the Education for Democracy in Ukraine project; and, building on this, to refine the concept of the civic competency of a secondary school leaver that may be considered as the basic educational outcome or attainment target for CE;

· to compare Ukrainian approaches to CE content with European ones (in particular, as specified in such documents as: Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, Resolution of the Education Ministers of member states of the Council of Europe, ‘Civic Education in the Schools of Europe, All-European Study of Policies for Education for Democratic Citizenship’, ‘Education and Learning 2010’ etc); 

· to analyse the National Standards of Education, curricula and programmes of study for different subjects within the 12-year school system according to the target educational outcome for CE and to define the tasks and potential opportunities at each education stage in developing the civic competency of a secondary school leaver;
· to suggest approaches for the implementation of a cross-curricular CE model in Ukrainian schools based on the above analysis and conclusions.

· to draft two sections for the Teacher Resource Manual (TRM) on CE.

· to pilot draft materials in cooperation with different subject teachers.

· to disseminate practices developed by the project to Ukrainian teachers and educators through workshops.

3. Activities from September 2007 to February 2008
The WG have been performing various tasks between September 2007 and February 2008 in relation to final stage of the project. First of all, it revised and improved draft TRM materials, i.e. Section 1 ‘Development of civic competency through current school curriculum’ and Section 2 ‘Implementation of a cross-curricular CE model in upper secondary school’ were edited and prepared for printing. Besides, explanations and annexes to relevant materials were developed and an overall glossary drafted. In the course of external review the WG put a lot of effort to adjust and agree individual elements of the text.

In addition, the WG members developed a strategy for presenting the key cross-curricular outputs to teachers and educators, which was later used at project dissemination conferences and workshops.

4. Key outputs to date as per ToR

1) The Working Group conducted an overview and summarised principles, objectives and content of civic education of students that are stipulated at legal and conceptual levels, in the National Standard of Education and corresponding study programmes; identified and specified the content of civic competency at different education stages; defined opportunities for the development of civic competency in students through various subjects. The key findings and conclusions of the analysis were reflected in the WG summary paper ‘Ensuring the development of civic competencies in secondary schools in Ukraine’ that was reviewed and widely discussed by representatives from educational and academic institutions (full text of the summary paper and discussion details are published on the project website at www.civiced.org.ua, as well as in the 8th issue of the magazine ‘History in schools of Ukraine’ for 2006 and other periodicals).

2) The WG drew on the research findings to draft an additional paper on ‘The tasks of the development of civic competency at different school stages’ that defines the targets and outcomes of CE at primary, basic and upper secondary school. It was used as a basis to develop a cross-curricular approach to the delivery of civic education.

3) In the course of drafting practice-oriented cross-curricular materials for TRM the Working Group conducted six materials development workshops with different subject teachers:

· history and law 

· geography and economics 

· foreign language 
· the Ukrainian language, Ukrainian literature and foreign literature

· physics, mathematics and natural sciences;

· informatics / ICT.

The workshops involved leading teachers and in-service training methodologists for respective subjects from different oblasts of Ukraine, in particular pilot regions, and teacher trainers from pedagogical universities. At each workshop participants were introduced to the concept of civic competency development and acquainted with the cross-curricular approach to the delivery of CE issues through different subjects. Teachers worked in groups to review the programmes of study for various courses at upper secondary level and find the opportunities they present for the development of civic competency. After that selected teachers of each subject drafted exemplar practices for the delivery of CE issues (as lesson plans and lesson fragments). The exploratory workshops involved over 200 people.
4) During six months WG members were providing advice, short training presentations, etc. for the material contributors from different subject areas. A total of 22 teachers from a number of oblasts took part in this activity and over 20 meetings were held with them. As a result, draft materials on the implementation of cross-curricular approach were produced and prepared for piloting that took place at workshops and in everyday practice of pilot oblast schools.

5) At the next stage the Working Group arranged and held four piloting workshops for teachers of the above subject areas to collect feedback. Material contributors presented their drafts to participants to generate an open discussion and gather comments. Afterwards teachers and schools were selected to pilot individual lessons and methods in daily teaching and learning and send their written feedback reports. Over 80 teachers took part in these workshops and 32 representatives from pilot oblasts tested the materials in their teaching practice. All materials and comments accumulated in this process were taken into consideration during the improvement of TRM.

6) At the final stage of TRM development WG members worked to standardise the presentation of materials in subject sections, drafted supporting texts and materials; and incorporated comments from editors and reviewers.

7) Following the production of TRM, the Working Group focused on the dissemination of project outputs concerning the development of a cross-curricular CE model in upper secondary subjects. To achieve this objective 3 workshops and the final conference were held within the project attended by 450 teachers and educators.

5. Conclusions (issues/ recommendations)
The Working Group believe that the work performed by the project will give a powerful incentive to the development of civic education in Ukraine.

A major contribution will be made when project outputs are implemented in pre-service and in-service teacher training sectors to prepare new teachers.

It is our opinion, however, that the cross-curricular approach alone can’t fully meet the needs of developing civic competency in students and does not dismiss the issues of designing and introducing a compulsory CE course (or courses) in secondary school.
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