In-Service Teacher Training Workshop

23 and 24 January 2007

Report

In attendance: teacher trainers from pilot ITTIs who will train pilot school teachers of history and law to prepare them for teaching a CE course to upper secondary students in future.  A total of 16 persons attended, they represented the three pilot oblasts, pilot Kyiv City and the oblast. The workshop was arranged and held by Tetyana Ladychenko, the National Teacher Training Expert, Jaroslav Kalous, the International Expert, and members of the In-Service Teacher Training Working Group (TTWG), with the exception of V. Tereshchenko and L. Dukh.

The workshop was delivered according to the programme in Nemyriv, Vinnytsa oblast. 

T. Ladychenko, the National Expert, opened the workshop; she outlined its objectives and gave details of the 72-hour in-service curriculum for specialists elaborated by the project. This information was important as some of the participants attended such an activity for the first time, unlike their colleagues who had taken part in the previous workshop in Kyiv on 6 and 7 December 2006. Given that, and in order to involve all workshop participants, T. Ladychenko specified the aim of the CE course intended for teachers with first degree in history or law; the means for achieving it; the course structure and its core elements.

This was followed by a presentation of each topic in the programme of study by the members of the In-Service TTWG. The first presenter Nina Siryk detailed the key principles, and specified issues related to conflicts and stereotypes that are inherent in social environment, and in Ukrainian society, in particular. 

The next presentation was conducted by G. Mykhailovych who focused on theoretical issues connected with such aspects as ‘morality’, ‘law’ and ‘politics’. She gave examples of how these concepts are perceived by teachers of history and other subjects who had completed survey forms with such questions during their in-service courses. Workshop participants put questions to G. Mykhailovych to obtain more specific information regarding moral and legal norms stipulated in the Ukrainian legislation.

The purpose of O. Magdyk presentaton was to familiarise participants with innovative teaching and learning techniques and explore the potential of the modern interactive methods. The participants were actively involved in pair and group work proposed by the speaker.

Then, the floor was given to T. Aslamova. She drew participants’ attention to the issues of polyculturalism in our society; specifically, she dwelled on positive experience of Kherson oblast in the development of polycultural society and the introduction of special courses on these themes into in-service training.

T. Aslamova demonstrated a number of new methods of working with students that can be applied to in-service training. The participants were particularly interested in the ‘six hats’ technique, which she described in detail.

The afternoon session was delivered as a round table to look at the issues of introducing the 72-hour curriculum for CE specialists into the in-service training system. Participants considered the content, forms and methods that may be used to train current teachers at ITTIs.

The participants from Volyn made useful suggestions on how to arrange in-service training locall: e.g., a teacher who has obtained the relevant qualifications can return to his or her school and organise workshops for other teachers using the methodological laboratory.

The next day participants worked in small groups. They were given a task to design fragments of training sessions for teachers at their regular in-service courses. Under the guidance of WG members, who were also involved, they were able to successfully apply the new skills and demonstrate good lesson fragments.

Thereafter participants considered issues of the delivery of the CE course to teachers with background in history. David Royle took an active part in the discussion and spoke about the European practice of implementing a civic education system; and answered diverse questions of participants.

T. Ladychenko summed up the activities of this two-day workshop on the creation of a CE system at pilot ITTIs; she stessed the importance of such events that help to ensure the relevant provision for successful teaching and learning, namely, the training of qualified teachers.
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