WORKSHOP FOR ITTI TRAINERS

6 and 7 December 2006

REPORT

In attendance: teachers from pilot ITTIs who will train teachers of history and law from pilot schools to deliver a CE course to upper secondary students in future (a total of 16 persons from three pilot regions except Kyiv City). Tetyana Ladychenko, the National Teacher Training Expert, and Jaroslav Kalous, her international counterpart, took part in the workshop. All members of the in-service TTWG and members of the pre-service TTWG were involved in the activity.

The workshop was conducted according to the programme.

The International Team Leader David Royle made a brief introduction to the workshop, he spoke about the project aim and objectives, outputs already produced within the project and defined the role that workshop participants are expected to play.
National Expert T. Ladychenko identified the aim of the workshop and described the 72-hour in-service curriculum for specialist CE teachers developed by the project. She gave details about the aim of the course, methods of achieving it, the course structure and main components.
Then, members of the in-service TTWG presented each topic in the programme of study. The first presenter, V. Tereshchenko outlined conceptual elements of CE, national and international best practice of introducing this course in secondary schools.
The next speaker, G. Mykhailovych, dwelled on theoretical issues of morality, law and politics. She gave examples to demonstrate how these notions are understood by history and other subject teachers who had filled in questionnaires with corresponding questions during their regular courses. Workshop participants asked G. Mykhailovych questions to define more exactly a number of moral and legal norms as stipulated in the Ukrainian legislation.
In her presentation N. Siryk focused on the key foundations of local self-government existing in Ukraine and matters included in its terms of reference. Then she suggested doing projects: participants worked in small groups and designed strategies how to solve pressing problems in local communities. Participants formed small groups and did tasks successfully.
The aim of the following presentation by T. Aslamova was to draw participants’ attention to polycultural issues in our society. She discussed positive experience of Kherson oblast in the development of polycultural society and introduction of special courses on these themes into the in-service teacher training.
L. Dukh and O. Magdyk took the floor in the afternoon. The former concentrated on the development of democracy and building up of political parties in Ukraine. Like her other colleagues, she worked with small groups, used handouts and asked questions on topical issues. The latter set the objective to acquaint participants with interactive teaching and learning methods, and to demonstrate the potential of modern interactive techniques. The participants were actively involved into proposed group and pair activities.
The presentations were followed by a round table discussion of the aspects of introducing the 72-hour course for specialist CE teachers into the in-service teacher training system, such as content, forms and methods of organising learning sessions with teacher trainees. Volyn representatives made a few useful suggestions on how to organise re-training courses locally, that is, after obtaining a qualification a teacher should come back to his or her school and arrange workshops for other teachers through the methodological laboratory.

The first day of the workshop concluded with a presentation of SEN outputs. Yu. Kavun and T. Ginetova described their findings and showed a video to illustrate challenges that kids with special needs face trying to adapt in a children’s group.

On the second day the floor was given to members of the pre-service TTWG. O. Geliba, V. Bortnikov and O. Salata focused on theoretical matter of the pre-service course. O. Geliba explored civic society issues, V. Bortnikov discussed cooperation between citizen and state, and O. Salata spoke about the involvement of citizens in non-governmental organisations.
Members of the pre-service TTWG S. Terno and T. Bakka outlined methods of delivering a CE course to university students. The participants were especially interested in the development of CE concepts and doing quick polls.
After presentations participants discussed the delivery of a CE course to teachers with first degree in history. J. Kalous made an input to the discussion and outlined the experience of establishing a CE system in the Czech Republic.

T. Ladychenko drew conclusions from this two-day workshop on the introduction of a CE system in pilot ITTIs, she noted the importance of such activities that contribute to a better learning environment by creating relevant pre-condititions, namely, training of qualified teachers.
The next workshop will be held in January 2007.
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