Report
On a workshop with university teachers

who will deliver a special course on ‘Theory and methods of civic education’

25 - 26 January 2007, Nemyriv, Vinnytsa oblast
In attendance: university teachers who will deliver training for senior students of historical and socio-humanitarian faculties in order to prepare them to teach a civic education (CE) course at secondary school (in total 16 persons from different parts of Ukraine). National Teacher Training Expert Tetyana Ladychenko, the International Expert Jaroslav Kalous, and all members of the Pre-Service Teacher Training Working Group (TT WG) took part in the workshop.

The workshop was conducted according to the programme.

Mykola Mykhailychenko, Head of the Higher Pedagogical Education Division, Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine (MoES), made an introductory speech. He pointed out that MoES is giving serious consideration to the development of the CE course and its introduction to the curricula of pedagogical universities. Mr. Mykhailychenko noted that this was the first such workshop, and its outputs will provide the ground for universities to start piloting of a special course on ‘Theory and methods of civic education’ worked out by the EU project ‘Civic Education Ukraine’.

David Royle, the International Team Leader, described the project’s aim and objectives, and outputs that had already been produced by the project to date; he also outlined the role that the workshop participants were expected to play.

National Expert T. Ladychenko specified the workshop objectives and dwelled upon the 72-hour programme of study for a special course entitled ‘Theory and methods of civic education’.

In particular, she briefly described the aim and means to achieve it, the structure and key components of the course.

Thereafter, members of the Pre-Service TTWG presented each topic from the programme of study.

The first presenter Alexander Geliba explained the developers’ vision of how the topic ‘Democracy’ from the aforementioned special course should be taught. Participants put specific questions and expressed their ideas concerning the issue.

The next presentation was delivered by Oxana Salata. She dwelled upon theoretical issues related to such notions as ‘politics’, ‘political parties’, and ‘non-governmental organisations’ (NGOs). She drew participants’ attention to a thesis in political scince, according to which political parties and NGOs are regarded as attributes of civic society.

Workshop participants discussed moral and legal norms stipulated in the Ukranian legislation.

Valeriy Bortnikov’s presentation was dedicated to the fundamental issues of the theme ‘Invidual and society’. His speech provoked a particularly significant number of questions, as specialists from universities argued that issues of that theme are covered in the political science course. V. Bortnikov and other WG membes who were participating in the discussion had to prove that the special course on ‘Theory and methods of civic education’ bears a different emphasis and that it is intended, first of all, to provide students with knowledge about their rights and skills to excersise them.

Then, participants received a presentation from Sergiy Terno. His intention was to draw their attention to the issue of conflicts and stereotypes in our society. The presenter used facts and statistics that excited an active interest of the group. S. Terno suggested a number of techniques to help achieve the aim of training, namely, teach students how to overcome conflict situations and avoid stereotypes.

Tamara Bakka and Valeriy Kononenko continued discussion in the afternonn. The former consentrated on the teaching and learning provision for a CE course in Ukraine. As her other colleagues, she worked with small groups, used handouts, and asked problem-based questions. The objective of V. Kononenko was to introduce participants to new teaching and learning strategies, and demonstrate the full potential of modern interactive methods. The participants were actively involved in pair and group work, as was proposed by the speaker.

The presentations were followed by a round table discussion about the introduction of the special course ‘Theory and methods of civic education’.

Specifically, it focused on the content, forms and methods for the delivery of training to students of senior years who either have had their teaching practice or are going to have it. A representative from Kharkiv put forward an interesting proposal that the delivery could be organised for university students locally where they have their practical teaching experience. She was supported by the National Extra-Curricular Activities Expert Polina Verbytska who suggested training future teachers in new project-based techniques, which would help both to master the course and to carry it out in practice.

On the second day Pre-Service TTWG members worked with university teachers to devise lesson fragments from the course ‘Theory and methods of civic education’. WG members S. Terno and T.Bakka elucidated methodology issues relevant to the delivery of CE to student teachers. The participants were expecially interested in the methods of developing CE concepts and carrying out express-polls.

After group results were presented, the participants looked at the delivery of the CE course for students who are trained in specialities other than history. Yaroslav Kalous made an input to the discussion and described the experience of establishing CE system in the Czech Republic.

T. Ladychenko drew conclusions from the activities at the workshop on the introduciton of a special course on ‘Theory and methods of civic education’ to the curricula of pedagogical universities; she emphasised the importance of such events that help to create the relevant provision for successful teaching and learning, namely, the training of qualified teachers.

A post-piloting workshop will be held in May 2007.
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