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SUSTAINABILITY OF THE CIVIC EDUCATION UKRAINE PROJECT: 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOLLOWING DISCUSSION AT THE PROJECT’S FINAL CONFERENCE ON 8 FEBRUARY 2008
David Royle, International Team Leader, Senior Education Adviser, Cambridge Education (a member of the Mott MacDonald Group)

Conference participants noted that:

1) Ukraine has had civic education (CE) in one form or another for more than 10 years. However, it remains an optional ‘subject’ in schools and its role and status are still under discussion and sometimes the idea of CE is equated with patriotism. 

2) There is ongoing pressure to introduce more programmes of study into the already crowded curriculum (for example, ethics, consumer education) when such topics might be better covered within an integrated civic education ‘course’. 

3) The project’s analysis of national normative documents and approaches to CE that exist in Ukraine indicated that civic competencies are a recognized objective of national policy; they now need to be made an explicit priority.

Final conference recommendations

Conference participants agreed that four major challenges remain for the future development of CE (in common with other countries):

1) to clearly define the content and role of civic education and strategies for its development and to secure its place and status in the curriculum
2) to develop an effective and comprehensive system of teacher training for CE in pedagogical universities (PUs) and in-service teacher training institutes (ITTIs), with the involvement of experienced NGOs
3) to further develop the school as a democratic community and involve students in their own teaching and learning 
4) to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the delivery of civic education.

The first of these is the key challenge: once a clear national consensus has been reached on the value and status of CE arrangements to support its implementation can be clarified.

Challenge 1

1 The CE teachers’ associations supported by the project and the project’s Ukrainian consortium partner should work together to develop a strategy for establishing

 an independent CE Centre to support the development and resourcing of CE nationally, consulting other NGOs and interested organisations as necessary.
2 Project outputs regarding the development of civic competencies at each stage of education should be formally assessed by the Ministry, revised if necessary and disseminated to all schools, pedagogical universities and ITTIs.
3 The approved TTG and TRM should be piloted during 2008/9 and monitoring and evaluation procedures established by the Ministry, working with the CE teachers’ associations, with a view to publishing revised editions for all schools, pedagogical universities and ITTIs. 
4 The Ministry should endorse the implicit recognition of the value of CE in national documents and consider giving CE higher status in the curriculum development process. It is preferable that CE is established as an independent subject .  A link should also be made to the World Bank Project’s ongoing work on the national curriculum in Ukraine.
 5 The Ministry should review the content of existing programmes of study and teaching and learning materials to ensure that they meet the needs of all students, including those with special educational needs, in terms of the development of attitudes and acquisition of knowledge about disabilities, prejudice, discrimination, women’s  rights, etc.
6 The Ministry should also ensure that the materials development and evaluation process fully takes account of the needs of students with special educational need and their teachers, and that teaching and learning materials adopt an inclusive approach.

Challenge 2

1 The Ministry and Central ITTI should develop a strategy for an inclusive and comprehensive teacher training policy specifically focused on CE, which also addresses the needs of teachers of students with special educational needs. 
2 The strategy should include the development of suitable schools and ITTIs as ‘CE Centres of Excellence’ at regional level, and the development of a group of trained and certified ‘mentor teachers’ as advisors on all issues connected with CE. 
3 The strategy should be developed in coordination with the World Bank Project and the existing work of ITTIs on Distance Learning and should draw on the expertise and practical training experience of the leading CE teachers’ associations and other NGOs with relevant experience. CE resource materials should be included in any planned restocking of ITTI or PU libraries.
Challenge 3

1 The Ministry should critically analyse the existing legislation on school self-government and student participation in Ukraine with a view to issuing an improved version. For this purpose it is advisable to draft further guidance (see also Challenges 1 and 4) building on the project’s work in this area and the expertise of CE teachers’ associations and other NGOs.
2 The Ministry and the CE teachers’ associations should encourage the development of links between special schools, internats and mainstream secondary schools on the basis of genuine partnerships.
Challenge 4

1 The Ministry should initiate further work on the assessment of the achievements of all students in CE, including the development of Ukrainian examples, perhaps using this project’s and the TRAST project’s materials as a starting point. Links could be made to the work of the World Bank Project and the expertise of the CE teachers’ associations.
2 The Ministry should organise a comprehensive and representative monitoring and evaluation of schools on the delivery of CE and the development of civic competency in students, with the support of the CE teachers’ associations.
3 It is desirable that the Ministry should also consider participating in the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement’s International Civic and Citizenship Education Study as part of its strategy to seek international comparative data on the performance of Ukrainian students and their schools and teachers.
4 It is recommended to provide organisational support for the pilot Council of Europe project on quality assurance in education for democratic citizenship, which has been working in Ukraine for two years to develop a suitable package of training materials which could assist school directors and their management teams to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of CE in their schools. Current Ukrainian expertise on quality assurance could be explored by the World Bank Project in the context of its training programme for school directors.

Students’ Round Table

At the round table session for upper secondary students which formed part of the conference, students recommended that it is necessary to:

· overcome stereotypical attitudes about European and Euro-Atlantic integration.

· improve activities to raise the awareness of the general population, and especially young Ukrainians, about EU and NATO.

· create an understanding that being a citizen means being active, taking the initiative, having beliefs and values typical for modern youth and being convinced that we can live in an atmosphere of partnership despite different cultures.

· make respect for human rights and supremacy of law a part of real life, not just a slogan.

Teachers and students also made the following recommendations concerning the future delivery of civic education:

· disseminate best practices of civic education teachers, for example the use of interactive teaching and learning strategies, extra-curricular activities etc.

· hold workshops, conferences, and training sessions and to share experiences between teachers and students at national and international level

· disseminate the outputs of the Civic Education Ukraine Project to all schools in Ukraine

· disseminate best practices of Ukrainian Euro clubs to help raise students’ awareness of Ukraine’s European and Euro-Atlantic integration

· implement further projects of a similar nature and involve more Ukrainian schools.

David Royle is contactable at david.royle@camb-ed.com
Further project information is available from www.civiced.org.ua; Council of Europe publications on Education for Democratic Citizenship can be found at www.coe.int; information on the European Neighbourhood Policy can be found at http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/index_en.htm
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