Report on the achievements of the Teacher Training Working Group

within ‘Civic Education Ukraine’ project
The Working Group was established in September 2005 to help fulfill the project’s Terms of Reference. At the first stage it consisted of experienced methodologists from oblast In-Service Teacher Training Institutes (ITTIs) N. SIryk, G. Mykhailovych, O. Magdyk, L. Dukh, V. Tereschenko and T. Aslamova. These experts developed a civic education (CE) curriculum for an 8-hour training course all subject teachers who take their in-service training and a 72-hour CE curriculum for history and law teachers who wish to receive a certificate entitling them to deliver the school subject ‘Civic education’ at present and in future. 
The Working Group was extended in August 2006 to include university teachers A. Geliba, S. Terno, V. Kononenko, V. Bortnikov, O. Salata, and T. Bakka who drafted a pre-service curriculum. Later they produced a piloting guide for the 72-hour course ‘Theory and methods of the delivery of civic education’ in cooperation with the in-service colleagues to be introduced at ITTIs and universities.

In 2006/2007 academic year a series of workshops was held for pre-service and in-service teacher trainers who have indicated their willingness to take part in the course piloting. Specifically, training workshops for ITTI methodologists were held in Yalta (September 2006), Kyiv (December 2006), and Nemyriv, Vinnytsa oblast (January 2007). Workshops for university teachers were delivered in Nemyriv (January 2007) and Kyiv (May 2007). The course was piloted in 9 pedagogical and classical universities as well as in 8 ITTIs located in different regions of Ukraine.
A number of constructive comments and suggestions were made to the authors as a result of the piloting and review; they were taken into consideration in the process of finalising the teacher training curriculum and the Guide. Thus, thanks to the ‘Civic Education Ukraine’ project, universities and ITTIs will have a curriculum that has been piloted and granted the approval ‘Recommended’ by the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine (MoES) as well as the Teacher Training Guide (TTG) for the course on ‘Theory and methods of civic education’ that has also been approved. This will enable training of future and current teachers to deliver the school subject ‘Civic education’.
The TTG for the course ‘Theory and methods of civic education’ consists of a theoretical and practical modules, each of which is provided with a corresponding glossary. All sections have a similar structure: each starts with the topic of the training session and expected outcomes presented as ‘Bloom’s pyramid’; questions to the reader are incorporated into the text to make it interactive; tasks and a short reading list are given in the end. The general reading list and the course syllabus detailing the number of academic hours and types of training sessions (e.g. a lecture or a workshop) are included in the end of the Guide. A list of Internet-resources is incorporated here as well.
Civic education is a specialised systematic training of young people for life in democracy. Therefore, the course describes structural characteristics of modern society, presents an analysis of social relations and norms. It discusses the essence of democracy, various interpretations of it, and the evolution of its current forms. Principles and values of civic society are an important part of the course. It underlines the specifics of Ukraine’s transition to democratic political and legal system, development of representative and other democratic institutions, establishment of efficient justice structures, creation and furthering of civic society in Ukraine.
The course ‘Theory and methods of the delivery of civic education’ presents a new, anthropocentric, view of the life of individual under market economy. The development of relations between Ukraine and the European Union is given an important status in the context of European integration processes.
In this course students will learn about the aim and objectives of education for democratic citizenship, Ukrainian and international practices of its implementation; extend and systematise their knowledge about living together in democratic community; understand the essence and various models of civic society.
This course is distinctive as it will enable trainees, both university students and practicing teachers to gain and further develop vital skills that they will instill in their educatees in future; protect their rights and freedoms; critically evaluate the adequacy of their actions changing their opinion if incontrovertible arguments are presented for a different point of view; interact with representatives of governmental agencies and other institutions; be able to understand the situation of other persons; engage in dialogue, exchange opinions and impressions, find persuasive arguments to defend their views including from own life experience; take responsibility; be tolerant to people who hold different beliefs in order to settle conflict situations in a peaceful way, etc.
As an important outcome of the project, the introduction of the course ‘Theory and methods of the delivery of civic education’ will lead to the development of values and attitudes in individuals that are within universal human norms, civic values, profound understanding of humanism as the basis for human relationships in social life, development of own active stand and democratic perception of the world.

In the delivery of the course ‘Theory and methods of civic education’ an emphasis is made on modern interactive strategies, since teacher trainees can master the curriculum only by engaging in their own learning. At the training sessions they should learn to work in pairs and small groups, listen to each other, defend their views, and respect the other’s entitlement to a different opinion, carry out projects, present the results of cooperation, analyse and summarise the experience they obtain. The authors of the Guide are offering the materials for teacher trainees to inform themselves about new forms and methods of the delivery of the school subject ‘Civic education’, acquire the skills of developing citizenship concepts, use ICT, and assess learning achievements based on the latest scientific progress in this field.
The Guide has a section on democratic principles of modern school, since the practical impact of the course ‘Civic education’ will be minimum without friendly democratic environment in class and extra-curricular activities, and without school self-government structures.
A separate section in the Guide is dedicated to inclusive education. It focuses on the training of teachers to handle children with special educational needs in mainstream settings. The subject ‘Civic education’ should change the attitude to such children on the part of teachers and students.

Another significant output of the project’s Teacher Training Working Group is the 8-hour civic education module to be delivered as a part of in-service training courses for all subject teachers. This is the Working Group’s contribution to the development of a cross-curricular approach to CE, which the project has been actively promoting.

A training workshop was held in November 2006 to prepare potential teacher trainers to teach this module at in-service courses. The participants were acquainted with the theoretical part and methods to be used. The workshop involved ITTI methodologists from project’s pilot oblasts. Later they took part in the piloting of the 8-hour civic education module in their institutes. A feedback workshop was organised in September 2007 with ITTI methodologists from pilot and non-pilot oblasts who presented their experiences of delivering it to in-service teacher trainees. 
It is obvious that history and law methodologists have the most significant achievements in implementing inter-disciplinary approach to citizenship teaching as they have been implementing the 8-hour module into in-service courses at their ITTIs. Considering the above, it is possible to speak about the pedagogical community’s growing attention to the introduction of CE at the upper secondary school level.
Thus, Ukraine is working to create education for democratic citizenship with the help from experienced international experts. This process can be enhanced by the introduction of the course ‘Theory and methods of the delivery of civic education’ that will further the development of civic society. As the President of the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine V.G. Kremin noted, ‘Only the teacher who is democratic in his actions and beliefs can develop a creative individual who is able to live a full life in democratic society’.
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