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Kyiv, 22 May 2007

A total of 12 university teachers from different regions of Ukraine took part in the workshop. These specialists will train senior students of history, social sciences and humanities faculties to deliver the civic education (CE) course at secondary school (12 persons from in total). The 12 project experts were also involved in the workshop, including International Team Leader David Royle, National Teacher Training Expert Tetyana Ladychenko, International Expert Jaroslav Kalous, all members of the working group (WG) responsible for the development of the teacher training guide (TTG) for pre-service and in-service training (12 persons in total). Ganna Datsenko, the deputy head of the Pedagogical Education sector of the Institute of Innovative Technologies and Education Content also joined the workshop.
National expert T. Ladychenko specified the workshop objectives. She emphasised the fact that the Ministry of Education and Science (MoES) has been paying much attention to the development of a civic education course and its integration into the curricula of Pedagogical Universities. Mykola Mykhaylychenko, currently Director of the MoES Department for Accreditation and Licensing of Educational Institutions, supported the idea of integrating such a course into university curricula. T.Ladychenko referred in detail to reviews provided by the participants of the previous workshop to the 72-hour programme and materials for the specialised course on ‘Theory and Methods of Civic Education’, which has been developed by the project.
In particular, she spoke about positive responses to the course materials, as well as remarks and observations resulting from piloting and discussions of the course by university chairs. T. Ladychenko specified once again the objective of the course, means to achieve it, the course structure and its main components. The national expert of the project pointed out that the workshop was of a feedback nature, and, based on its results, universities could start delivering the course ‘Theory and Methods of Civic Education’ developed by the Civic Education Ukraine project. 

David Royle, the International Team Leader, described existing outcomes of the project. In particular, he drew attention to the activities of the curriculum development working group who are developing the cross-subject approach to CE teaching. One of the group’s outputs is the table of civic competencies for all stages of secondary education. These outcomes, as well as international experience in assessment of students’ achievements, should be incorporated into the TTG. David Royle also emphasized the role to be played by workshop participants in their universities acting as leading specialists in CE.
After the break the floor was given to Ganna Datsenko, deputy head of the Pedagogical Education sector of the Institute of Innovative Technologies and Education Content. She explained the procedure of obtaining MoES official approval for the student and teacher training guide and the possibility of incorporating the course ‘Theory and Methods of Civic Education’ into academic standards for bachelor’s degrees in history, social pedagogy, social work, and the Ukrainian language. Workshop participants decided that the course should be allocated 1.5 credits of academic load (equalling to 54 hours), of which 32 hours will be planned for classes: lectures, workshops, practical trainings, and 12 hours – for student self-study.
Two reviews by academicians are needed to obtain the MoES approval; the reviews by O. Babkina and O. Ovcharuk could be acceptable.
The next part of the workshop was dedicated to discussion of each topic of the programme and TTG materials. Members of the pre-service and in-service Teacher Training Working Groups (TTWG) communicated their vision of these issues.
University teachers who had piloted or reviewed the materials, gave a generally high estimate of the work done by the TTWG in developing the guide materials which are content-rich and at the same time easy to understand. In particular, Larisa Gaponenko from the Kryvyy Rih Pedagogical University expressed her sincere gratitude to the authors and said that the guide was very modern both in content and presentation. In addition, some teachers made suggestions as to improvement of the structure of some sections and possible re-arrangement of topics in the programme since they believe that the existing arrangement breaks the logic of the delivery of the course.
Also, the participants considered the issue of delivering the CE course to students with main subjects other than history. Existing experience shows that civic education issues are also interesting to students of other humanitarian faculties, such as social work, foreign philology, or Ukrainian philology. J. Kalous took an active part in the discussion. He told about the experience of establishing a CE system in the Czech Republic and about the work done by the TTWG in preparing the training guide within the framework of this project.
In summarising the results of the workshop on introduction of the course ‘Theory and Methods of Civic Education’ at Pedagogical Universities, T. Ladychenko emphasized the importance of such events, which facilitate the creation of factors ensuring successful learning, in particular, the development of the programme and TTG and their piloting in practice. The project will make all possible efforts to introduce the course into the teaching and learning process and obtain the official approval for this course from the MoES of Ukraine. 
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