Report

Participation of pilot Volyn oblast

in Civic Education Ukraine Project

23 educational establishments from Volyn oblast were involved in the Civic Education Ukraine Project including 15 secondary schools, 4 educational complexes (secondary school and gymnasium combined), 1 education and rehabilitation centre, 1 special secondary internat school for deaf children and 2 internat schools (linguistic lyceum and oblast lyceum).

Between March 2005 and March 2008 the project was implemented by the administration, teachers, students from pilot schools, teacher trainers and methodologists from Volyn In-Service Teacher Training Institute (ITTI), specialists of education authorities from Volyn Oblast State Administration and rayon administrations.

Volyn ITTI methodologists and school teachers took part in the development of practical materials for the cross-curricular Teacher Resource Manual (TRM) together with the curriculum and materials development working group. They attended six materials development workshops for different subjects, such as history and law, geography and economics, foreign language, Ukrainian, foreign literature, physics, mathematics, sciences and ICT:

· 10 April 2007 – workshop on ‘Civic education in the delivery of history, law, geography and economics’ was attended by L.P. Korovytska (Kivertsy secondary school of I-III levels № 4, I.M. Maidanets (Zhidichynska secondary school of I-III levels), P.V. Gerasymenko (Lavrivska secondary school of I-III levels), Ya.V. Karpyuk (Lypynska secondary school of I-III levels), L.H. Dovganyuk (Zaborolska secondary school of I-III levels), O.V. Rybka (secondary school of I-III levels № 2 in Lutsk), T.G. Rykovska (secondary school of I-III levels № 23 in Lutsk).

· 24 April 2007 – workshop on ‘Civic education in the delivery of chemistry, biology and mathematics’ was attended by O. P. Prysyazhna, V.I. Kabanov, V.M. Baran (Volyn internat lyceum), O.M. Mizyuk  (secondary school of I-III levels № 2 in Rozhysche), S.B. Dzhabka (education complex ‘Lutsk gymnasium № 14’), N.O. Berdous (Lutsk gymnasium № 4).

· Workshop on ‘Civic education in the delivery of the Ukrainian language, foreign literature and English’ was attended by A.V. Soroka (Mizyuk  (secondary school of I-III levels № 1 in Rozhysche), V.V. Stepanyuk (education complex and gymnasium № 4 in Rozhysche), I.Ye. Viter (Kivertsy secondary school of I-III levels № 4).

Workshop participants worked in groups to identify opportunities for the development of civic competency in the upper secondary curricula for different subjects and prepared sample lesson plans and fragments that illustrate the delivery of CE issues.

8 methodologists from Volyn ITTI (I.V. Yakovets, R.O. Tyrak, O.O. Sova, T.P. Verba, A.V. Dyomina, R. Ye Baranovska, O.P. Mylyar, M.P. Kaschenyuk) studied the issue at the workshop on ‘Cross-curricular approach to CE delivery’ on 7 and 8 November 2006.

Conclusions (recommendations): project outputs give a powerful incentive to CE teaching through cross-curricular links and to the introduction of relevant lectures at Volyn ITTI.

Teacher trainers from the ITTI took part in a series of workshops arranged by the Pre-Service and In-Service Teacher Training Working Group between 2006 and 2007 in Yalta (September 2006), Kyiv (December 2006), Nemyriv, Vinnytsa oblast (January 2007). The participants informed themselves about the content of the theory module in the course ‘Theory and methods of CE delivery’ and its purpose. The 8-hour civic education module was piloted.

72-hour in-service training course for specialists was delivered at Volyn ITTI for a group of 22 teachers between 4 and 17 June 2007 to pilot the curriculum for history and law teachers.

Teacher trainees filled in questionnaires and noted the quality of the theory and methods modules in the 72-hour curriculum. They appreciated materials on the assessment in CE, which helped them understand why it is important to assess CE, what should be assessed and how to do it.

Conference held within the project and pilot school visits by international experts played an important role in its implementation.

A conference with the theme ‘Civic education in action: achievements and prospects’ was held at Volyn ITTI on 28 and 29 March 2007 to look at the challenges of CE delivery in Volyn schools. This event was organised by the Department of Education and Science of Volyn Oblast State Administration and the ITTI in the framework of Civic Education Ukraine Project.

The conference involved 85 teachers of secondary schools, 21 teacher trainers from Volyn ITTI, 32 head teachers and deputy heads of secondary schools, 15 heads of city and rayon methodological laboratories, and 8 representatives the Department of Education and Science of Volyn Oblast State Administration and rayon education authorities.

During the conference participants presented various approaches to the delivery of CE in secondary schools. G. Maslay, rector of Volyn ITTI stressed the cooperation with directors of pilot schools and initiated a discussion between Volyn Education Department, the ITTI, Volyn State University, rayon education divisions, non-governmental orgnisations, and mass media about joint efforts in creating a democratic school environment.

The implementation of the project component ‘Support for extra-curricular democracy promoting activities’ included participation in two workshops held at Volyn ITTI:

· Workshop on ‘Civic education in action. Youth – School – Community’ on 17 February 2006). The trainees developed skills of design, planning and implementation of extra-curricular mini-projects.

· International workshop on ‘Project approach in extra-curricular activities’ held between 17 and 19 August 2006 in Shatsk, Volyn oblast. Participants received presentations about European extra-curricular CE projects and learnt to monitor and evaluate the success of learning projects.

Schools took part in the Mini-Projects Scheme. Out of 22 small projects that were selected and funded as the best ones, 10 were received from Volyn oblast (secondary school of I-III levels № 5 in Kovel, Zhydychynska secondary school of I-III levels in Kivertsy rayon, Dubechnenska secondary school of I-III levels in Starovyzhyvskyi rayon, Kulonivska secondary school of I-III levels in Ivanychivskyi rayon, Piddubtsivska secondary school of I-III levels in Lutsk rayon, secondary school of I-III levels № 4 in Kivertsy, specialised secondary school of I-III levels № 5 in Lutsk, Volyn internat lyceum, special internat secondary school of I-III levels for deaf children in Volodymyr-Volynskyi, and the Volodymyr-Volynskyi gymnasium).

To ensure support for project implementation a number of meetings were organised for International Team Leader David Royle with M.M. Popovych, head of the Department of Education and Science at Volyn Oblast State Administration; S.M. Kalush, head of Lutsk Department of Education and Science; N.G. Myzovets, deputy head of Kovel education department, Yu.V. Taranchuk, head of the education division at Kivertsy rayon state administration, O.S. Khomych head of the education division of Stara Vyzhva rayon state administration, A.S. Klimchuk, head of the education division at Rozhysche rayon state administration. These officials are in charge of education issues in cities, towns and villages where pilot schools are located.
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