Report

Training of CE teachers in ITTIs of different regions of Ukraine

Training workshop

27-28 September 2006, Yalta

In attendance: 22 methodologists from oblast ITTIs from different regions of Ukraine, MoES representative Raisa Yevtushenko, National Expert for the Civic Education Ukraine Project Tetyana Ladychenko, International Expert for the project Jaroslav Kalous, interpreter Tetyana Klekota, Pro-rector of the Crimea ITTI Ivan Dovgopol, Editor-in-Chief of the magazine ‘History in schools of Ukraine’ Vitaliy Vlasov, Editor of the magazine ‘History of Ukraine’ Ludmyla Cherkaska.

Appologies from: methodologists from Lugansk, Lviv, Chernivtsi, Zakarpattya oblasts, and Sevastopol City.

Agenda items: the 72-hour curriculum for in-service training of civic education (CE) teachers with first degree in history and law to be delivered at ITTIs in different regions of Ukraine; and the 8-hour CE module for all subject teachers.

Speakers: 

Raisa Yevtushenko, chief specialist from the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine (MoES) welcomed participants. She noted the importance of training CE teachers for secondary school, as the period of secondary education is being extended to 12 years and the subject ‘Civic education’ is included into standard curricula for students of upper secondary grades. 

The ideas of respect and protection of human rights make the basis of civic education. The purpose of modern education is to educate and develop citizens of Ukraine who consider themselves full members of the state and civic society; and, therefore, the first priority in developing a citizen is to provide him or her with integrated knowledge of CE through different school subjects, and by means of teaching and learning citizen’s rights and freedoms, the laws that govern the life of society and individual, in other words, the laws of social development of human beings.
Civic education is aimed at developing a conscious, active citizen of the state who is aware of his/her national identity and whose values are based on the achievements of the national culture and universal heritage. To meet this objective school should train the younger generation to live in civic society. So, the tasks of civic education call for introduction of new subjects, and development of new better student books and teaching guides. The integral content of civic education can be delivered through secondary school subjects, e.g., ‘Human rights’, ‘Basics of law’, ‘Fundamentals of political science’, ‘Basics of economics’, and ‘Sociology’, the latter being the final school discipline that completes the educational area ‘Social science’.

Tetyana Ladychenko, National Expert for the Civic Education Ukraine Project, pointed out that the Ukrainian system of civic education had been developing for the last decade starting from the 90s of the XX century; and considerable theoretical and practical knowledge had been gathered during that period. In particular, a number of concept papers were drafted; the new National Standard and programmes of study for the 12-year school were developed; a certain legal framework was created and new methods of CE teaching were introduced to facilitate the formation of civic competency in young people. For the last decade different teams of authors produced a series of useful teaching and learning materials for civic education.

The Civic Education Ukraine Project undertook an important mission in relation to the training of Ukrainian teachers to deliver a CE course. This project is funded by the European Union (EU) and is implemented by Cambridge Education with MoES support.

The Teacher Training Working Group (TTWG) that consists of methodologists from oblast ITTIs created an 8-hour module on cross-curricular CE teaching to be introduced into ITTI courses for all subject teachers who take their regular in-service training. 

Cross-curricular approach employs the content of schools subjects which are logically connected with civic education issues. School humanities, such as the Ukrainian language and literature, history, geography of Ukraine, music, and arts do not reflect sufficiently these issues, and the current level of CE, its new content that emphasises universal human values and is based on a national foundation. Civic education, which is carried out in school, family and nation, must link with practical activities.

Special 72-hour courses will be introduced at ITTIs for teachers with first degree in history and law to ensure training of teachers for CE. Upon completion teachers will be awarded a certificate entitling them to teach subject ‘Civic education’. 

Yaroslav Kalous, International Expert for the project, briefly described European experience of introducing civic education and training teachers. Then he dwelled on the Czech system of civic education.

He mentioned, in particular, that a key concept of civic education ‘citizenship’ is of great interests to national and foreign academics. European scholars apply a multi-dimensional approach to define the core of citizenship.

The concept paper entitled ‘Living and learning democracy’  adopted by the Council of Europe 1 December 2004 to proclaim 2005 the Year of Civic Education, defines citizenship as a legal, political and a universal concept. On the one hand it means that all citizens, men and women, should fully exercise human rights and feel protected by democracy. On the other, citizenship also implies that everyone should be involved into community and throughout all his or her life be an active and responsible citizen who respects rights of other people.

Tamara Bakka, project Expert, detailed the findings of the review of the National Standard of Secondary Education and school programmes of study, which had been performed by the Curriculum Development Working Group (CDWG) under the project to identify civic knowledge, skills and values.

The analysis showed that these documents contain a significant citizenship component which can explained by the fact that school, as a centre of civic education, is expected to facilitate the development of democratic political culture, civic competency, political and legal knowledge, political skills; it should contribute to the formation of dignity and reponsibility in young people and help them recognize and appreciate democratic principles of life and the priority of human rights.

Nina Siryk, Chair of the Teacher Training Working Group for in-service training spoke about the achievements of the WG, which consists of methodologists from oblast ITTIs, and which had drafted the 8-hour module on cross-curricular CE teaching; the module will be delivered for all subject teachers at their regular in-service training courses at ITTIs.

It includes a number of practical tasks. First of all, it teachers of different school subjects will: 

· acquaint themselves with the aim and objectives of civic education, and learn about national and international practice of achieving them.

· enrich and systematise their basic knowledge about democracy and its advantages as a social order.

· become aware of CE opportunities in the content of school subjects and develop skills to use these opportunities.

· contribute to the development of civic competency in students.

WG members: Ganna Mykhailovych, Ludmyla Dukh, Tetyana Aslamova, Olga Magdyk, presented the content of the 72-hour in-service programme of study for training CE teachers; they highlighted the issues pertaining to the development of democracy in our country, improvement of legal system for protection of citizens, local self-government, and how to teach these themes in a civic education course.
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